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Your Summer at Blyth, 2022:
Four full-length plays
on the new outdoor
stage you helped
build!

Hello Blyth Festival membership
family! I’m so happy to share
the season we’ve put together
for you this summer – all on the
beautiful outdoor Harvest Stage
YOU helped us build. Thanks to
you, we’re contracting actors,
directors and designers right
now, and can offer you four
full-length plays without worry
about changing indoor seating
restrictions.

NEW PLAY
DEVELOPMENT
SPONSOR

You’ll notice a few scheduling
changes this year. The most
important is we’ve cut 4pm
matinees in July and August.
Turns out performing in the
mid-day heat of a blistering
Huron County summer is pretty
tough on both our actors and our
audiences. Instead, we’ll offer
a few performances at various
times during the day in June and
September for those of you who
find evening shows challenging to
attend.
We’re also still hoping to add
indoor work for late summer and
early fall, but much depends on
how the pandemic evolves. If we
can, we will. And you’ll be the first
to know.
Once again, thank you for your
gifts, your membership support,
your calls and letters to tell us
you’ve remembered us in your
wills – our dedicated audience
base is the envy of much of
Canada’s theatre world, and we
couldn’t be luckier to call you
friends. See you this summer,
under the beautiful Huron
County skies!

Blyth Festival
Summer 2022 Season
the drawer boy,
by michael healey
june 22 to july 16
Essential Canadian Drama
True story: Fifty years ago this
summer, a group of Torontobased actors invaded Huron
County. They were bent on
learning all they could about
farm and rural life and turning
what they learned into a piece
of theatre. The result was The
Farm Show, and it inspired Blyth’s
founders to launch the festival we
now know and love.
Years later, playwright Michael
Healey came to Blyth as a young
actor and met many of the people
whose stories had inspired the
original Farm Show. He wrote The
Drawer Boy as a tribute to the
power of art to heal hearts and
minds, and to inspire an entire
community.
The Drawer Boy was originally
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commissioned by Blyth (thank
you, donors!), and has gone on to
achieve international renown as
one of the best Canadian plays
ever written. We are thrilled
to bring you a new outdoor
production of it this summer on
the Harvest Stage.
(Read our interview in this issue
with actor Cameron Laurie, who
will play Miles in this production
and first came to Blyth as a
member of the donor-supported
Young Company in 2002.)

with this world premiere of its
sequel. Prairie Nurse told the
story of two Filipina nurses
working in a small-town
Saskatchewan hospital in the
1960s. The Waltz picks up the
story a generation later. The
children of these two meet and
spend one magical prairie night
exploring their own experiences
growing up as second-generation
Canadian immigrants.

cottagers and indians,
by drew hayden taylor
july 21 to august 6

A world premiere, The Waltz
is another example of donorfunded work that exists because
you chose to support Canadian
playwrights – particularly during
COVID. Thank you! Please come
out to enjoy the work you’ve
made possible.

Comedy/Political Satire

1 act (approx 1hr 20min)

Indigenous author Drew Hayden
Taylor’s biting comedy about a
land-claims conflict in Ontario’s
Cottage Country exploded onto
the theatre scene in 2019 and was
set to storm the country before
COVID-19 shut down our theatres.
Here’s your chance to see it right
here in Blyth.

john ware reimagined,
by cheryl foggo
september 1 to 24
original music by
miranda martini and
kris demeanor

approx 2h 15min with
intermission

This powerful (and hilarious!)
dramatization opens a muchneeded dialogue about
Indigenous land rights, and what
happens at the grass roots when
consumerism comes into conflict
with environmentalism.

Drama/History/Folk Music
Chances are you’ve never heard
of one of Alberta’s most legendary
cowboys and ranchers: John
Ware. And that could be because
he was Black.

Romance/Comedy

Alberta playwright Cheryl Foggo
discovered him years ago. Cheryl
grew up young and Black in 1960s
Calgary and struggled to find
herself represented in the cowboy
culture she loved. She was thrilled
to find a hero who gave her and
those who looked like her a place
in Alberta’s history books.

Those of you who loved 2013’s
Prairie Nurse are in for a treat

John Ware Reimagined is a
personal journey/historical-

1 act (approx 1hr 20min)

the waltz,
by marie beath badian
august 11 to august 27
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exploration piece, in the
same vein as Bruce Horak’s
Assassinating Thomson. Hugely
entertaining, and filled with
original folk songs, it drives
home the point that diversity has
always been a part of Alberta’s
story, and restores the missing
narrative of Black Canadians to
the story of Alberta’s pioneering
prairie culture.
approx 2h 15min with
intermission

Members’ Priority
Booking starts
March 7 at 9am
by phone only.
Is it time to renew your
membership gift?
Members, YOU are the foundation
of the Blyth Festival. Your
financial support and enthusiasm
for the productions always fills
us with gratitude. Thank you for
your loyalty in these challenging
times – we simply couldn’t do it
without you. Over the past two
years your gifts have helped us
accomplish so much. You pay
writers, you support our Young
Company and now with every
renewal you’re supporting
everything it will take to bring
us all back to enjoy the 2022
playbill. But of course our need
continues. So, when you see your
2022 membership renewal letter,
please know how very much we
still need your help. If it’s in your
power to increase your support,
even only slightly please consider
it this year. Thank you!

A Special Homecoming
Local actor and Young
Company alumnus
Cameron Laurie is
thrilled to return to
Blyth this summer
to play Miles in The
Drawer Boy. We sat
down to chat with
him about this special
homecoming.
Blyth has been part of your
life for a long time. Tell us
about that.
I grew up on an apple farm
halfway between Clinton and
Bayfield, and I remember coming
to see shows here as a kid. And
my older sister was part of the
Young Company. So I did the
same, and spent four summers
with the Young Company. I also
interned as Assistant to thenartistic director Eric Coates, and
as House Manager.
Did that Young Company
experience play into your
decision to pursue a career
as an actor?
Absolutely. Theatre in Blyth was
such a normal part of life, it
never occurred to me I couldn’t
become an actor. Also, when I got
to theatre school [Sheridan/U of T],
the first thing I saw was a map
of Huron County. I learned later
that the school’s first alumni

What are you most excited
about?
So many things! For one, that
stage. It’s an amazing gift to
Canadian theatre, and perfect
for this show. One of the
characters is always counting the
stars. Imagine doing that right
beneath a Huron County sky!
I’m also really excited to work
with Gil again, and to have the
opportunity to work with and
learn from some amazing artists.

production was The Farm Show,
and it had become a rite of
passage for every graduate to
sign the back of that map. That
was something – realizing I had
such a deep connection to this
vital piece of Canadian theatre
history. I was so proud.
How are you feeling about
coming home to do The Drawer
Boy on the new Harvest Stage?
Really excited. I first saw the
show in my first summer with the
Young Company. I was only 14, but
I was amazed at this beautiful
story that took place in Clinton,
Ontario. Plus, anybody watching
it knows instantly they’re seeing
something special – a true classic.
It’s actually my dream show. I’ve
auditioned for it more than once.
I was thrilled when Gil called to
ask if I was interested.

And of course, performing for
the Blyth audience. There’s no
audience like it. I remember
when I was house managing, I
might hear people chatting about
whether they liked a show or not.
And sometimes they didn’t. But it
never stopped them from coming
back to see something else. I’ve
never seen that kind of loyalty
and engagement anywhere. It’s
the most empowering thing for a
performer.
Cameron appears this summer
as Miles in a new production of
Michael Healey’s The Drawer Boy,
directed by Gil Garratt. Cameron’s
last appearance at Blyth was in
Our Beautiful Sons, and his recent
work includes appearances in
Guillermo del Toro’s critically
acclaimed film The Shape of
Water, and Pasquale Marco
Veltri’s film Drowning.
Your support of Blyth’s Young
Company helped give this fine
young actor his start. Thank you!
Joelle Peters
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DAY

DATE

TIME

PRODUCTION
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DAY

DATE

TIME

PRODUCTION

Wed

22-Jun

8pm

Drawer Boy

Preview

Fri

5-Aug

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Thu

23-Jun

8pm

Drawer Boy

Preview

Sat

6-Aug

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Closing

Fri

24-Jun

8pm

Drawer Boy

Opening

Thu

11-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Preview

Sat

25-Jun

8pm

Drawer Boy

Fri

12-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Preview

Tue

28-Jun

4pm

Drawer Boy

Sat

13-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Opening

Wed

29-Jun

8pm

Drawer Boy

Tue

16-Aug

5pm

The Waltz

Thu

30-Jun

8pm

Drawer Boy

Wed

17-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Sat

2-Jul

8pm

Drawer Boy

Thu

18-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Tue

5-Jul

4pm

Drawer Boy

Fri

19-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Wed

6-Jul

8pm

Drawer Boy

Sat

20-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Thu

7-Jul

8pm

Drawer Boy

Sun

21-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Fri

8-Jul

8pm

Drawer Boy

Tue

23-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Sat

9-Jul

8pm

Drawer Boy

Wed

24-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Tue

12-Jul

8pm

Drawer Boy

Thu

25-Aug

5pm

The Waltz

Wed

13-Jul

8pm

Drawer Boy

Fri

26-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Thu

14-Jul

8pm

Drawer Boy

Sat

27-Aug

8pm

The Waltz

Fri

15-Jul

8pm

Drawer Boy

Thu

1-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Preview

Sat

16-Jul

8pm

Drawer Boy

Closing

Fri

2-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Preview

Thu

21-Jul

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Preview

Sat

3-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Opening

Fri

22-Jul

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Preview

Tue

13-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Sat

23-Jul

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Opening

Wed

14-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Tue

26-Jul

10:30am Cottagers & Indians

Thu

15-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Wed

27-Jul

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Fri

16-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Thu

28-Jul

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Sat

17-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Fri

29-Jul

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Tue

20-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Sat

30-Jul

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Wed

21-Sep

2pm

Sun

31-Jul

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Wed

21-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Tue

2-Aug

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Thu

22-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Wed

3-Aug

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Fri

23-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined

Thu

4-Aug

8pm

Cottagers & Indians

Sat

24-Sep

7:30pm John Ware Reimagined
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