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2021: A year of miracles…

All made
possible
by YOU
Well, the fields are brown and
stubbled, the hay is in the barn
(mostly), and the snow is sifting
down over Huron County. As
I sit here reflecting on what
could have been the bleakest
year in our 47-year history, I’m
overwhelmed with gratitude.
Not only did we survive; we came
out of it stronger than before.
And that is all thanks to YOU, our
amazing members and donors.
Let’s talk about what you did to
make this happen.

soaring membership
support
Number one: you doubled our
membership numbers. More of
you became members. More of
you encouraged your friends
and family to do the same. And
more of you gave a larger annual
gift, hopping up into a new
membership level.

Happy holidays from (l to r) Rachael King, Gil Garratt, Josie MacDonald, Ryan Brink & Jen Lamb!
Now, we always talk about how
great a deal membership is for
you (and it is – you get perks
like priority booking, access to
special events, guided backstage
tours (fingers crossed) with moi
and more – not to mention the
candies on your seat when we get
back to indoor theatre!) But the
truth is, membership is a vitally
important part of running this
festival. It funds everything from
actors’ paycheques to costume
fabric, and helps us keep ticket
prices as low as we can.

Maybe more importantly, it tells
us you believe in what we’re
doing. And – I have to tell you –
theatre is a thrilling vocation,
but it’s not one without sacrifice.
Knowing you are there for us,
come hell or high water, means
the world to every one of us.
Thank you.

a new stage – for now,
and forever
Number two: you built Canada’s
only new permanent outdoor
performance space this year.
Continued on page 2
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The Harvest Stage is here to stay,
thanks to the astonishing support
you gave to last year’s emergency
and membership appeals. And,
if you didn’t have a chance to
see something on that stage this
summer, you are in for a treat
next year.
Actors who worked on the
stage this summer are raving
about it – everything from the
versatility of the space (balconies!
wingspace! acoustics!) to the
unique experience of performing
outdoors (crows commenting
on the dramatic action, farmers
harvesting potatoes up ‘til
curtain time, stars blooming out
of the purple dusk as the show
begins). The possibilities for
writing for and performing on this
stage are endless. You’ve given a
priceless gift to Canada’s theatre
community. Again, thank you.

record number of new
plays commissioned

Number three: you hired 21
writers, and commissioned
18 new works. That’s a record!
When we launched our Christmas
matching-appeal campaign last
year, we asked for help to keep
writers employed and new work
in development. We wanted to
make sure (a) you’d have new
work to see when this was all
over, (b) writers could keep
working, and (c) the story of
COVID in rural Canada would be
captured for future generations.
But never in a million years
did we dream we’d be able to
commission so much new work!
You’ve allowed us to meet all
three of these major goals, and
more.
We’re not quite ready to
announce our 2022 season, but
you can be sure your generous
giving will be reflected in the
bounty of new work you’ll soon
see programmed on both our
major stages.

we live to dream another
day, thanks to you
And so, today, as I look out
my office window at the
snow drifting down past the
streetlights, I’m consumed with

gratitude. Despite what the world
threw at us all these past two
years, we live to dream another
day. The dream of Blyth – a small,
stubborn town that imagined
bringing the voice of Canada’s
rural people to the stage for all
to share – that dream will go
on, thanks to your kindness and
steadfast support. – Gil

Remember Blyth in
your year-end giving!
If it’s in your heart to
make a year-end gift
to our 2022 Operating
Fund, we will gladly
accept – with open
hands and a big thankyou virtual hug! The 2021 summer
season was a huge success, but
limited seating meant we could
only sell a fraction of the tickets
we normally would. So revenue is
still down.
You’ve already been so generous
this year, but, of course, our need
continues. And don’t forget –
giving by December 31st will also
net you a nice tax bonus!
Thank you for thinking of us in
your year-end giving. – Jen

new! just in time for the holidays!

Gift Certificates

are now available in any denomination.

Give the gift of theatre
Minimum $10 purchase. May be redeemed
for any Blyth Festival production. (no
tribute shows or outside presentations).
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Assassinating
Thomson’s
Bruce Horak
on a first visit
to Blyth
Those who had the chance to
see Bruce Horak’s Assassinating
Thomson last summer enjoyed
a rare treat. The piece explores
Bruce’s own work as a legallyblind actor and painter, along
with the mysterious 1917
disappearance of Group-of-Seven
bad boy Tom Thomson. But it’s
also about the experience of
human beings connecting with
each other through the age-old
art of storytelling.
We sat down with Bruce to ask
him about bringing this piece
to the Blyth Festival for the
first time, and being part of the
historic opening season of our
new Harvest Stage.
This was your first time at Blyth,
right? What was it like?
I’d learned about Blyth back in
theatre school [Mount Royal, in
Calgary]. And for most Canadian
theatre artists, Blyth is high on
the list of “badges” you want to
collect on the Canadian theatre
sash. But when I got here, it was
even more than I’d expected. I met
a lot of people in my first week,
and every place I went, people
would say “oh, you’re the actor in
that show,” and “we’re coming to
see you” – the community support

Photo of Bruce Horak by Terry Manzo
was astonishing. I’ve never
experienced anything like it.
What was it like, working on the
new Harvest Stage?
Early in my career I worked
on an amazing outdoor stage
for Calgary’s Shakespeare in
the Park. But what they’ve put
together at Blyth takes outdoor
theatre to a whole new level.
The space is so practical and
functional – and the audience
is so close, you feel they’re right
there with you, in the palm of
your hand. Extraordinary. What a
gift to Canadian theatre.
You paint a picture of the
audience during each
performance of this show, then
auction off the painting and give
the proceeds to charity. Why do
you do this?
It’s my way of giving back to the
community that’s welcomed me
and my work into their hearts –
and I love doing it. I like to find a
charity that’s deeply connected
to the community. For Blyth, Gil

suggested the Almost Famous
Players – an adult theatre group
working out of Community Living
in Wingham. People were so
generous. We raised over $4K
for them.
What’s next for you?
I’ve been able to expand my
portrait work through the
pandemic through Zoom, and
that’s very exciting. I’ve also just
wrapped filming for an upcoming
Star Trek series called Strange
New Worlds. Other than that,
I’m crossing my fingers for more
live theatre as things get back to
normal.

Visit brucehorak.com for
more information about
Bruce’s work, or to book
your portrait sitting. Thank
you for your gifts that
made it possible to bring
Bruce’s work to our stage!
Joelle Peters
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Thank you, Volunteers!

dr. anne mccreary-juhasz
(1922-2021)

Our amazing volunteers hit it
out of the park this summer,
braving all kinds of weather to
greet Harvest Stage audiences
with a smile… and sometimes an
umbrella.

Final legacy gift
caps lifetime of
love and support
for Blyth
Although Dr. Anne Juhasz (née
Phillips) spent most of her
adult life in Chicago, she never
forgot her roots in Blyth. A
generous supporter of dozens of
charities, Anne gave loyally and
consistently to the Blyth Festival
for decades. She also made a
major gift to the 2008 renovation
of the Phillips Studio, which now
bears her family’s name. Sadly,
Anne passed away this past July
in Chicago.
“Anne was brilliant, vivacious,
hilarious, and one of my favourite
people,” says good friend and
one-time Blyth Festival Director
of Fund Development Lynda
McGregor. “She was always
generous, and especially
interested in supporting
Canadian artists and young
people.”
In fact, part of Anne’s 2008
gift was endowed to support
Blyth’s Young Company, so is
still helping young artists to this

Photo of Ann Juhasz and John Rutledge
day. Anne also funded several
pieces of fine furniture for the
Blyth Centre for the Arts, and
donated her own collection of
Inuit soapstone carvings. She left
a final legacy gift to the Festival
in her will, ensuring her love for
her hometown’s theatre will go on
forever.
“She was such a friend to Blyth,”
says Artistic Director Gil Garratt.
“We were so lucky to enjoy her
love and support for all these
years. Godspeed, Anne. And thank
you.”

On November 26, Gil Garratt
presented volunteers who
worked at the Harvest Stage this
year, with a special pin. Anyone
who didnt receive one will have it
delivered to them. More volunteer
recognition will be happen in the
spring of 2022.
We always need more
volunteers! Interested?
Call Josie at 1.877.862.5984.

Interested in leaving a gift to
Blyth in your will? Call Jen Lamb
at 1-877-862-5984.

BLYTH FESTIVAL GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES SUPPORT OF :
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Blyth wouldn’t be Blyth without
these cheerful, dedicated souls.
They give selflessly of their time
and talent, and make Blyth what
it is. Thank you, one and all, for
your years of service – and for
going the extra mile this summer.
We couldn’t have done it without
you!
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Paul Greenwood(top) and Lois Scoins
(bottom) receiving their pin by Gil

